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The developers behind the XCOM 2 free add-ons “Alien Pack,” “Perk,” and “Laser Pack” have been working hard to bring out more new and exciting content for Firaxis’ popular strategy game. Pavonis Interactive, previously known as Long War Studios, is working on a large-scale PC mod called “Long War 2,” according to a new post on the XCOM
official website. Fans of the PC versions of XCOM: Enemy Unknown and XCOM: Enemy Within will likely remember the original Long War mod. Unlike most mods, Long War was an all-encompassing refinement. The mod, released in beta in 2013, tweaked almost every facet of the game, from the nuances of the campaign to character classes to
weapon customization and more. Like many mods, Long War started as a fan-made project, but after receiving unprecedented critical acclaim, widespread downloads, and even praise from Firaxis, the core developers banded together to create a formal studio. “Long War” moved out of beta in late-2015, and has been played by over 500,000 unique
players. Details are sparse on both XCOM's official site and the newly launched Pavonis Interactive, but if Long War 2 manages to implement even half of the refinements seen in the original, the upcoming mod will certainly be a welcome addition to the already stellar tactics game that we awarded a perfect score upon its release. Long War 2 does not
currently have a timetable for release, but we expect updates in the next few weeks. As with all of Pavonis Interactive’s XCOM franchise mods, Long War 2 will almost assuredly be free, as it is not official DL.C from Firaxis Games. Pavonis Interactive has been quite busy as of late. The Colorado-based independent developer is working on their own
extraterrestrial strategy game, Terra Invicta — possibly explaining the company name change. The project is currently in pre-development and eyeing a future Kickstarter campaign. We will provide more concrete information on the progress of Long War 2 as it develops. Editors' Recommendations Pikmin 4: release date, trailers, news, gameplay, and
more The best games on Netflix Games Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II release date, trailers, gameplay, and more Call of Duty: Warzone 2.0 release date, trailer, gameplay, and more Soul Hackers 2 could have been the perfect Game Pass RPG “The power of cartoons and caricatures shouldn’t be underestimated,” states writer Victor Navasky in his
no-nonsense introduction to At War With War (opens in new tab), Seymour Chwast’s comprehensive illustrated timeline of 5,000 years of war.How to draw and paint - 100 pro tips and tutorialsit’s a supremely fitting statement for this little yellow tome, which uses the power of stripped-back visual narration to demonstrate the abhorrence of killing
and lament mankind’s historical, current, and likely future propensity for large-scale organised killing. Chwast’s book runs with the subtitle “5,000 years of conquests, invasions, and terrorist attacks, an illustrated timeline,” and that’s pretty much exactly what it is. The designer has long used his graphics as a tool to promote peace and challenge the
'necessity' of war, and this is perhaps his most comprehensive distillation of that yet. Seymour Chwast has long used his art to make political comments For a rather wee volume, a lot is packed in: alongside Chwast’s gorgeously emotive woodcut-like illustrations and the chronological timeline, At War With War presents written passages discussing
war (and peace) including 5th century BC Chinese military treatise The Art of War (opens in new tab) by Sun Tzu; 1521’s The Complaint of Peace (opens in new tab) by Desiderius Erasmus; and The State (opens in new tab), an essay on the link between state and war, by Randolph Bourne.At War With War was initially launched as a Kickstarter last
year, which proved the appetite for a considered visual exploration of war and terror (and, of course, another book by Chwast) when it raised well over its target - 784 backers pledged a whopping $112,754 to help realise the project. The video about the book that sat on the Kickstarter page is below.“Seymour’s desire was to present his reaction to
war in its purest form...” writes Steven Heller, who edited the book. “To set aside his interest in colour and mixed media and use what would allow him to focus on the idea alone: marker on paper; just black and white. "His technique serves the content and the intention - to viscerally connect with the audience and bring front and centre the horror
and waste that is war.”The illustrations are completed in marker pen, to put the focus on the challenging content In smallish, unassuming paperback form, the volume is a refreshing riposte to weighty, academic, frequently daunting tomes on war. Chwast presents atrocities in poignant, visual, bitesize chunks but makes them no more easily
digestible. As At War With War points out, there is “no happy ending to this book."Buy At War With War here (opens in new tab)Related articles: Thank you for reading 5 articles this month* Join now for unlimited accessEnjoy your first month for just £1 / $1 / €1 Already have an account ? Sign in here *Read 5 free articles per month without a
subscription Join now for unlimited accessTry first month for just £1 / $1 / €1 Already have an account ? Sign in here When you visit the site, Dotdash Meredith and its partners may store or retrieve information on your browser, mostly in the form of cookies. Cookies collect information about your preferences and your devices and are used to make
the site work as you expect it to, to understand how you interact with the site, and to show advertisements that are targeted to your interests. You can find out more about our use, change your default settings, and withdraw your consent at any time with effect for the future by visiting Cookies Settings, which can also be found in the footer of the site.
A mod (short for modification) is a modified version of a video game made by altering the original or vanilla code. Video game enthusiasts use modding to fix bugs, add levels, or invent a completely new game. This extends the game s life, replay value, and public interest. Some mods are so well done that they have become available for purchase or
have been released as brand new games. Because of the popularity of modding, developers began releasing a game s open-source software which allows users to make and distribute their mods. Many games also come with modding tools. Types of mods Total conversion mod describes making such drastic modifications to the graphics and gameplay,
that the original game is unrecognizable. An example would be the extremely popular total conversion of Half-Life into Black Mesa. Overhaul mods are focused on giving the game completely new graphics, but not changing it so much that the original is unrecognizable. Add-on is typically a smaller mod where a new character, weapon, map, or level is
added to a game. Unofficial patch refers to a mod that fixes a bug not addressed in an official patch released by the game developer. Graphical art mods focus on upgrading the original game s graphics quality by adding high-definition textures, changing the color balance, or modifying the game s appearance. Popular games to mod Minecraft Skyrim
Half-Life Grand Theft Auto The War Machine Case mod was constructed by Stu King and contains a mix of both modern and ancient military characteristics. If you have a cool-looking case mod that you’d like featured on ExtremeTech, drop us a line. Let’s turn it over to Stu as he explains the inspiration and work behind this case mod. The idea for this
project spawned from my love of history and in particular, all things Roman. As a kid I read many books on the Roman Empire and have always been fascinated with accounts of their military, cultural, architectural, and engineering feats. Many cultures and institutions have borrowed images from the Romans in an attempt to convey the ideas of power
and supremacy. The German military machine of the 1930’s and 1940’s was no exception. Some of the same symbols that are synonymous with Roman power also appear in the iconology of the Nazi party. Check out our slideshow of one of our favorite mods: The Japanese Case Mod.With this idea fixed in my head I set out to try and create a case that
was the marriage of these two eras. Mixing the ancient with the modern was a challenge I could not resist! To set the tone for the project I started by creating the logo that would be central to the mod. I started with a Lian Li V1000 case and cut matching windows into each panel using my logo design. One window was transformed into a light box
and the other I backed with steel mesh to provide a view of the motherboard. The panels were then painted with a high gloss black finish and I covered them with 1/4” sheets of polycarbonate cut to the exact shape of the panel. Etchings were added to the inside of each polycarbonate sheet to complete the War Machine logo and I finished the panels
by flame polishing the edges.Now that the spit and polish portion of the project was finished I needed to add the ancient elements to my mix. I created an aged bronze look for the center of the case by applying a bronze paint finish to the aluminum chassis and aging it to appear as though it were a long forgotten piece of war machinery. I developed a
technique that allowed me to achieve a faux finish that appeared to be genuine brushed bronze. I further enhanced the look by adding old engine and lamp parts as well as military style case handles.The intake fan was replaced with a nosecone style fan painted gloss black. I added a window to the stock exhaust cowl and gave that the same glossy
black finish. With the entire case assembled I feel I achieved the perfect balance of old and new. The juxtaposition of the antiqued bronze and the mirror polish of the panels set each other off in a way I could have never expected.The final step was to add the lighting. I created the light box by sanding deep swirls into the case window and washing it
in diluted bronze paint. I added two 120mm red LED fans to the blow hole and exhaust. I complimented the red with a 12” purple cold cathode for the light box. The combination of lights fills the case with an unearthly almost molten glow.You can see more about the War Machine and other of Stu’s mods at his site: www.kikboxes.com.Related articles:
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